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shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and, upon conviction, shall be
fined not less than one thousand dollars ($1,000), and not more
than five thousand dollars ($5,000), and imprisoned not less than
one and not more than five years in the penitentiary ; and the

boat or vessel engaged in said violation shall be seized by the

sherifl' of the county wherein said violation occurred, and, upon
conviction of the master or owner, the court shall order the

sale of said vessel at public auction, after thirty days adver-

tisement, and the proceeds of said sale shall be forwarded by
the sheriff to the state treasurer, and credited to the oyster

fund.

Sec. 7. All persons purchasing oysters for packing, shucking,

shipping, or for sale, shall, on the first day of each month, file

with the clerk of the court wherein they reside, a statement,

duly sworn to before some olHcer of the law authorized to

administer oaths, of the number of bushels purchased, and
the name of the person from whom purchased, and shall pay
the clerk of the court two cents per bushel on each bushel

purchased ; and the clerk of the court shall retain one-

half (i) of one per cent of the funds thus derived as his fee

in addition, already hereinbefore provided for : Provided,

thkt the provisions of this act shall not apply to any persons

who take, catch, or purchase oysters for their own immediate
consumption, or use in their families : Amend, by adding : when
it shall appear, in the sworn statement required by this section

to be filed with the clerk of the court, that the oysters so pur-

chased were caught with hand-tongs only, in the months of

February, March or Ai^ril, then the said purchaser shall be
exempt from the tax imposed by this section, and the clerk of

the court shall not exact nor collect the same. Such purchaser,

however, before buying the said tonged oysters, shall require

the captain of the boat offering such tonged oysters for sale to

make oath, before some oyster inspector, who is hereby author-

ized to administer an oath, that such oysters were caught by
tongs only, in the month of February, March or April, and
shall specify the particular person and locality from which
the oysters were taken : and such purchaser shall preserve and
file the said statement with the clerk of the court, as a part of

the statement required by this act, for the purchaser to make,
and in corroboration of the same.

Sec. 8. All oysters taken from any of the waters of this

state, either with scoops, dredges, rakes, tongs or any other in-

strument, shall be culled upon the natural bed or bar when
taken, and all shells shall be returned to the bed or bar from

which they were taken, and all oysters whose shell measure less


